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received from the Nawab of Savanur a gift of a remarkably
fine elephant; but between Savanur and Anjanvel stretched
the Maratha country. It was certain that in ordinary
circumstances the elephant, if sent by the Nawab of Savanur,
would never reach its destination. Sat Sidi implored the
help of Brahmendraswami. It happened that the anchorite
was about to start for the Carnatic to beg money for his
temple. With great courtesy, he offered to bring back the
Nawab's gift. On his return journey he took the beast
with him and got it safely through the Vishalgad pass
into the Konkan. Thinking that its dangers were over,
he sent it on ahead. Beyond Sangameshwar, however,
some of Kanhoji Angre's forest guards, learning that it
belonged to one of the Sidis, captured it and sent it to
Jaygad one of Angre's forts. Brahmendraswami was much
distressed at the incident and wrote to Kanhoji Angre a
strong letter of remonstrance. The latter was a disciple
of the saint. He at once ordered the elephant's release
and expressed deep regret for his subordinate's action.
In the meantime Sat Sidi had heard of the animal's capture.
He sent a force against Jaygad which Angre, who had not
then received the letter of his spiritual guide, attacked
and defeated with heavy loss. Sat Sidi became still more
incensed and formed the belief that the capture of the
elephant was part of a deep plot of Brahmendraswami.
In February 1727 on Mahashivratra day, the god Shiva's
festival, he made a sudden raid on the temple of Parasu
Rama. He pulled it clown stone by stone, plundered it of
all its treasure and tortured such Brahman priests as he
could catch, to make them point out any wealth that they
had been able to hide. Conduct so ungrateful would have
annoyed any one; and in the celestial mind of Brahmendra-
swami it aroused inextinguishable anger. He sent the
elephant to Sat Sidi and with it a fearful curse: "You
have wrought evil on the gods and the Brahmans," he
wrote, "and similar evil may they wreak on you!" In
vain Rasul Yakut Khan expressed his deep sorrow at the